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After a time, the divine personality with
which the powers of Nature had been invested
was alone remembered, whilst the physical
element passed into oblivion. The Vedas
have prayers for corn and cattle, long life
and offspring. In some passages, the god is
invoked to prosper the Aryas, and smite their
enemies. One mantra calls upon Varuna to
pardon committed sin, another prays the sun-
god to remove the tempter and evil-doer out
of the way. There are hymns expressive of a
yearning after righteousness, and of a child-
like trust in life everlasting. Faith in a future
Iife3 indeed, pervades and sweetens Indian
gong. Greek bard and Roman poet have but
rarely touched on the immortality of the soul,
yet, a similar tendency of religious growth can
be traced on classical ground.

The Homeric Greeks, too, worshipped the
personifications of Nature. Zeus signifies the
bright sky, the land-girding ocean became
-Poseidon, the celestial fire they named Heph-
aistos, and the all - nourishing earth was
transformed into the goddess Demeter. The
Hellenic husbandman of the heroic age, in
offering prayer and first-fruit to Demeter,
intended no more than to do homage to the
benignant earth, to whose productive power